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Activities 

Appendix G 

Historic Preservation Review 
 

Pursuant to Chapter 184a, Section 10-387 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Department of Energy 

& Environmental Protection (DEEP) shall review, in consultation with the Connecticut Commission on 

Culture and Tourism, its policies and practices for consistency with the preservation and study of CT‟s 

archaeological and historical sites. Pursuant to this requirement, DEEP has outlined the following process 

for assessing the potential for and the presence of historic and/or archaeological resources at a proposed 

development site. DEEP advises a review for the resources identified below be initiated up to one year 

prior to registration for this permit (or prior to property purchase if possible) and in conjunction with the 

local project approval process. However, a review conducted for an Army Corps of Engineers Section 

404 wetland permit would meet this requirement. 

 

Step 1: Determine if the proposed site is within an area of significance by consulting the following 

resources: 

1. CT Register of Historic Places found at the link below: 

http://www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com/CT/state.html#pickem 

 

2. The municipality of the proposed development site for its designations of local historic districts, 

including but not limited to, local Historic District and/or Property Statutes. 

 

 

Step 2: Assess site characteristics to determine the presence of a potential archaeological site, sacred site, 

and/ or sacred object as described below: 

 

Definitions: 

 

1. "Archaeological site" means a location where there exists material evidence that is not less than fifty 

years old of the past life and culture of human beings in the state. 

 

2. "Sacred site" or "sacred land" means any space, including an archaeological site, of ritual or traditional 

significance in the culture and religion of Native Americans that is listed or eligible for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places (16 USC 470a, as amended) or the state register of historic places 

defined in section 10-410, including, but not limited to, marked and unmarked human burials, burial areas 

and cemeteries, monumental geological or natural features with sacred meaning or a meaning central to a 

group's oral traditions; sites of ceremonial structures, including sweat lodges; rock art sites, and sites of 

great historical significance to a tribe native to this state. 

 

3. “Sacred object" means any archaeological artifact or other object associated with a sacred site. 

 

Site Prescreening Criteria: 

 

1. Does the proposed development site include lands within 300 feet of surface water features, such as 

streams, brooks, lakes, or marshes? 



If "yes", proceed to Criterion 2. If the answer to Criterion 1 is "no", then there is a low potential for 

prehistoric period archaeological resources - Proceed to Criterion 3. 

 

2. Does the area of anticipated construction or ground disturbance include soils classified by the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service as "Sandy Loam/ Loamy sand" or "Sandy Gravel Loam" not including 

"Fine Sandy Loam/Loamy sand" with slopes less than or equal to 15%? (Soil mapping information is 

available for free from: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx) 

 

If the answer to Criterion 2 is no, then there is a low potential for prehistoric period archaeological 

resources - Proceed to Criterion 3. If yes, the project site may contain significant prehistoric period 

archaeological resources – assess all other criteria and proceed to Step 3. 

 

3. Are there buildings or structures over 150 years in age with the project site? 

If no, proceed to Criterion 4. If yes, the project site may contain significant historic period archaeological 

resources – assess all other criteria and proceed to Step 3. 

 

4. Are there buildings or structures shown within or immediately adjacent to the project site on the 1850's 

Connecticut County maps? 

Historic County maps are here: 

Fairfield - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3387034755/ 

Hartford - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3386955421/ 

Litchfield - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3387765290/ 

Middlesex - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3386956185/ 

New Haven - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3386956345/ 

New London - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3387766080/ 

Tolland - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3386957013/ 

Windham - http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/3387766950/ 

To look for buildings and structures click on the appropriate county map link. From the “Actions” drop-

down menu choose “View all sizes”. On the “Photo/All sizes” page, choose “Original” to view the county 

map at an enlarged scale. 

 

If no, there is a low potential for significant historic period archaeological resources. If yes, the site may 

contain significant historic period archaeological resources- assess all other criteria and proceed to Step 

3. 

Step 3: If you answered yes to Criterion 2, 3, or 4, please contact Daniel Forrest (860-256-2761 or 

daniel.forrest@ct.gov) or the current environmental review coordinator at the State Historic Preservation 

Office, Department of Economic and Community Development for additional guidance. 

 

Step 4: Report in the Registration Form for the General Permit for the Discharge of Stormwater and 

Dewatering Wastewaters Associated with Construction Activities that a review has been conducted and 

the results of the review (i.e. the proposed site does not have the potential for historic/ archaeological 

resources, or that such potential exists and is being or has been reviewed by the Connecticut Commission 

on Culture and Tourism). 
 
Please note that DEEP will refer all proposed sites with a historic/ archaeological resource potential (as 
identified in Steps 1 & 2 above) to the State Historic Preservation Office at the Department of Economic 
and Community Development. 

mailto:daniel.forrest@ct.gov

